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Anne Nguyen’s dreams as a child were to see the world. “Seeing the eiffel tower, 
seeing Rome, Michelangelo... Cairo; seeing the tombs, the pyramids...”(Nguy-
en). She claims that all you need nowadays is a passport to be able to travel 
the world; however, not everyone is able to experience those freedoms. Anne 
Nguyen stresses that traveling is one of the many things that people living in 
first world countries take for granted these days. She elaborates that as a child, 
she herself was prevented from these rights. Growing up in communist Viet-
nam, Anne Nguyen reflects on the hindrances of her childhood caused by the 
her country’s situations. 
 Karl Marx, the founder of communism, believed that communism was 
an ideal solution to the many problems caused by the capitalist system. This 
included the idea that capitalism inherently causes economic imbalance lead-
ing to large wealth gaps, as well as that it lead to a corruption of power dictated 
by the upper class. Marx believed that the creation of various classes made it 
so that the economic and political upper class relied on the exploitation of the 
lower working class. Communism was the result of an attempt to make a fair 
system with the idea of unconditional equality at its core. Many people believe 
that the system was actually an idea forged from the spite of Marx’s rough life. 
After growing up with his wealthy parents, Marx continued on to get married, 
but remain unemployed, largely using his parents as a source of 
money. After his parents passed away, Marx, his wife, and his 
children spent much of their years in complete and utter poverty. 
According to novel “The Politically Incorrect Guide to Commu-
nism” by Paul Kengor, “...four of Marx’s six children died before 
he did” and “two of his daughter committed suicide”. The book 
goes on to explain how rather than bringing liberation to fellow 
people in poverty, it is often questioned if instead Marx’s intent 
was to make other people experience the same struggles that he 
did. Rather than for the good of mankind, some historians have 
concluded that communism was a fantasy brought 
upon by his insecurities and hardship.
Over time, Marxist beliefs spread to the East, eventu-
ally taking control of China, North Korea, Laos, and 
Vietnam. Vietnam’s implementation of communism 
differs a bit from the other countries. With a history 
of French Imperialism, Vietnam sought out to find 
independence. After World War II in September 2, 
1945, the Treaty of Versailles provided hope forg 
freedoms for all countries, explicitly stating that all 
countries should not be under the imperialistic power 
of another. However, it was implied that the treaty 
only applied to Western or European nations. As ex-
plained in Eric Foner’s book titled “Give Me Liberty”, 
in attempt to gain liberation from European control, 
leader Ho Chi Minh used communist propaganda 
as means to unify and rile up the country’s people. 
“Inspired by the Bolshevik Revolution, he joined the 
Communist Party and traveled to the Soviet Union. 
He helped found the Indochinese Communist Par-
ty in 1930 and the League for the Independence of 

Vietnam, or Viet Minh, in 1941.”(History.com edi-
tors). The communist revolution lead to the Vietnam 
War, in which the the US would take effort in aiding 
Southern Vietnam against the communist revolution 
in the world. The Vietnam war, which lasted 20 years, 
was settled on April 30, 1975 as the communists took 
over the country. 
  When the communists took over in 1975, Ann 
was just 10 years old. She states that as a child, she re-
members seeing announcements on  TV of what had 
occured. Being a child, the adults in her life attempted 
to shelter her and other children from what was hap-
pening. However, she as well as other children knew 
what was going on, piecing together information from 
the TV, school news, and other sources. Anne recalls 
that the very first change put in place was the leveling 
of wealth. The system involved setting various quotas 
depending on the number of people in one’s family. 
For instance, each person may account for certain 
amount of rice or bread. The leveling of the wealth 
lead to extreme poverty. Ann’s grandfather and uncles 



IM MMIGRATION
were among the wealthier class, and were 
sent to reeducation camps as a result. As 
described in Nghia Vo’s book “The Bam-
boo Gulag”,  imprisonment upon upper 
class citizens was common, and the inten-
tions were rather misconstrued.Vo’s book 
explains that at the re education camps, 
it was very common for prisoners to be 
publicly executed to strike fear into those 
who do not conform to the communist 
way. Most targets were among teacher, 
musicians, celebrities, politicians, and 
christians.  In Anne’s Uncle’s case, it was 
because he was wealthier. Although one 
could be sent to a reeducation camp for 
their profession or lifestyle as well. Due 
to the communist system, Anne claims 
that people were no longer motivated to 
do any work. “Why should I work espe-
cially hard for the sake of others?...” “ So 

the people were starving, we don’t have 
money to buy food, there was no food 
available to buy. So it was very hard, very 
hard time.” (Nguyen)
 As a result of the hard lifestyle, 
many people tried to escape the country. 
One night, Anne’s mother called her in 
and told her that they were going to the 
South, where the coastline is, in order 
to get on a boat and escape. Word had 
gotten back there there may be refu-
gee camps in Thailand or Malaysia, but 
nothing was certain. Using an excuse that 
they needed to see relatives in the South, 
Anne was pulled out of school and began 
her escape. Not before saying goodbye to 
a few close friends. Carrying only 1 small 
bag per person, she and her family left 
the country. Most of the people escaped 
over the ocean and were nicknamed “boat 
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crossed paths with some local fisherman. “And so the 
Indonesian fishermen, we asked them, so they speak 
some Chinese dialect, and so some of the people on 
our boat could. So then they take us to the camp. And 
so when we get to the camp, we were staying there for 
9 months before our family was fortunate enough that 
the US sponsor us” (Nguyen)
 Even though a similar outcome persists with 
each trial, countries continue to try and fail to imple-
ment laws and rules to regulate their country. It can 
be argued whether communism has good intentions 
or not, but regardless, its methods of implementations 
have harmed the lives of many, leading to mass pov-
erty in the country ,or the difficulties in attempting to 
escape from it. Anne Nguyen’s story is one of many. 
Communism is not just prevalent in Vietnam, but 
many other countries as well. However, as citizens of 
a country that does not implement communism, it 
would be foolish to state that it doesn’t affect us as well. 
With many communities and refugees of communist 
countries still around us today, it is vital that we learn 
from stories like Anne Nguyen, in being courteous, 

mindful, and most of all grateful of our situations. Ann 
concludes “This country is not perfect, there are so 
many social economic problems, a lot of problems in 
this country. But if your come from a country where I 
am from, this country is so much far better. So I want-
ed to remind not only my children, but your younger 
generation, and that is that do not take this for granted. 
Because a lot of people in all corners of the world, just 
dream of doing just one piece of the things that we 
are able to do to have to day, and they can’t even do it. 
Let say that they are just as smart, justa s capable, they 
just... All they need is an opportunity for them.”

people”. From 1975 to 1995, it was estimated that two 
million some people fled the country by boat, landing 
in countries such as the Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, 
HongKong, Singapore, and the Philippines. There were 
multiple kinds of boat people. As Anne stated, once there 
they would you bribe border patrol guards so that one’s 
boat could head to the refugee camps in the aforemen-
tioned countries; Anne was this type. There was also the 
kind that attempted to sneak out by luck, usually in the 
middle of the night. Anne says she does not remember 
how many day they spent on the boat, but when they 
landed, she recalls that it was a beautiful tourist beach in 
Malaysia. Shortly after reaching the shore, the Malaysian 
government came to deal with the immigrants. They were 
then taken to a refugee camp for 10 days. Fellow Viet-
namese escapee Nga Dang who escaped by cargo ship 
and landed in Hong Kong aid from Danish Fisherman 
describes the living situation in the refugee camps to be 
rather difficult. “There was not enough food, and people 
got sick easily...”  (Nguyen). After 10 days, Anne’s group 
was then pushed back out on the boat and told to go in 
“that direction”. With no preparation or certainty of direc-
tion, she along with the many other passengers believed 
that death was near, and that it would be a long time until 
they reach land. This dangerous journey full of uncertain-
ty was one, unfortunately, many people had to experience, 
with some not even surviving the trip. Luckily, their boat 
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E Natalie Hu is a student of Freestyle Academy. She currently 
takes classes in both digital media and animation. In her 
past experience, she has taken various art courses such as 
Cornell’s summer program for fashion design as well in 
school courses. As hobbies, Natalie enjoys hip-hop dance 
and cosplaying. Natalie has taken dance classes since the 
beginning of elementary school and has continued to do 
so ever since. She frequents at 1 Million Dance, located 
in Seoul, South Korea, and On One Studios in San Jose, 
California. She is heavily inspired by Korean and Japanese 
media such as music, manga, and fashion, and studies both 
languages. She is extremely inspired by the works of Ishida 
Sui, the author of Tokyo Kushuu, offonoff, a South Korean 
R&B duo, and fashion designer Park Jihoon of Another 
Youth.
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